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1. Deliberate, research-informed efforts to foster 
literacy motivation and engagement within and 
across lessons. 
The teacher: 

● creates opportunities for children to see themselves as successful readers and writers 

● provides daily opportunities for children to make choices in their reading and writing 

(choices may be a limited set of options or from extensive options but within a specified 

topic or genre) 

● offers regular opportunities for children to collaborate with peers in reading and writing 

such as through small group discussion of texts of interest and opportunities to write 

within group projects 

● helps establish purposes for children to read and write beyond being assigned or 

expected to do so, such as for their enjoyment/interest, to answer their questions about 

the natural and social world, to address community needs, or to communicate with a 

specific audience 

● uses additional strategies to generate excitement about reading and writing, such as 

book talks and updates about book series. The teacher avoids attempting to incentivize 

reading through non-reading-related prizes such as stickers, coupons, or toys, and 

avoids using reading and writing as “punishment” (e.g., “If you can’t listen, I’m going to 

send you to sit and read in the library”). 

 

Resources for Essential #1: 

 

 
Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #1 

Teacher Quick Guides ● Opportunities for Choice Teacher Quick Guide 

● Opportunities for Collaboration Teacher Quick 

Guide 

● Defining Success for Students Teacher Quick 

Guide 

Grab & Go Professional 
Development 

● Grab & Go PD: Motivation and Engagement 

Articles ● No More Reading for Junk: an Interview with 

Barbara Marinak & Linda Gambrell  

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3NUxrQUl3TXpEc28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJc2RKSlYtU0RjWE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJMU5VcnBFb3g0MGM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJMU5VcnBFb3g0MGM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhNUx2UFRtRmVLa0E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhNUx2UFRtRmVLa0E/view?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/GrabnGoEngagement
http://bit.ly/nomorereadingforjunkinterview
http://bit.ly/nomorereadingforjunkinterview
http://bit.ly/nomorereadingforjunkinterview
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● Top Five Reasons We Love Giving Students 

Choice in Reading by Skeeters, Campbell, et. al. 

● What Doesn’t Work: Literacy Practices We Should 

Abandon by Nell K. Duke 

● Nuturing Intristic Motivation and Growth Mindset in 

Writing  by Amy Conley 

● Three Myths About "Reading Levels" and Why You 

Shouldn't Fall for Them… by Schwanenflugel & 

Knapp 

● Formative Assessment Best Practices - No Hand 

Raising for Better Student Engagement by Kathy 

Dyer 

● Three Ways to Increase Student Engagement in 

Reading by Donalyn Miller 

Infographic ● Feedback that Makes the Grade:  How Do Students 

Really Feel About Your Feedback? 

Videos ● When Kids Can’t Read Grade Level Text (1:13) by 

Jill Jackson Consulting 

2. Read alouds of age-appropriate books and other 
materials, print or digital 
Read Alouds Involve: 

● sets of texts, across read aloud sessions, that are thematically and conceptually related 

and that offer opportunities to learn that children could not yet experience independently 

● modeling of appropriate fluency (accuracy, automaticity, and prosody) in reading 

● child-friendly explanations of words within the text and revisiting of those words after 

reading using tools such as movement, props, video, photo, examples, and 

nonexamples, and engaging children in saying the words aloud and using the words at 

other points in the day and over time 

● higher order discussion among children and teacher before, during, and after reading 

● instructional strategies, depending on the grade level and children’s needs, that: 

○ develop print concepts, such as developing children’s directionality by running 

fingers under words and asking where to start, with texts being sufficiently visible 

to children that they can see specific features or print 

○ model application of knowledge and strategies for word recognition 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhMC1vZ2NJSi1ZR28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhMC1vZ2NJSi1ZR28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3a1FUcVFMWlRhOGM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3a1FUcVFMWlRhOGM/view?usp=sharing
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/intrinsic-motivation-growth-mindset-writing-amy-conley?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=socialflow
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/intrinsic-motivation-growth-mindset-writing-amy-conley?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=socialflow
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/reading-minds/201702/three-myths-about-reading-levels
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/reading-minds/201702/three-myths-about-reading-levels
http://assessmentliteracy.org/blog/formative-assessment-best-practices-no-hand-raising-better-student-engagement/
http://assessmentliteracy.org/blog/formative-assessment-best-practices-no-hand-raising-better-student-engagement/
https://readingbyexample.com/2016/10/22/three-ways-to-increase-student-engagement-in-reading/
https://readingbyexample.com/2016/10/22/three-ways-to-increase-student-engagement-in-reading/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhQnZURG9QVGdLTGs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhQnZURG9QVGdLTGs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhQnZURG9QVGdLTGs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhQnZURG9QVGdLTGs/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-rxKhBvCOs
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○ build knowledge of the structure of features of text, including with regard to 

structure, key story elements and common informational text structures 

(compare-contrast, cause-effect, problem-solution, description, and sequence), 

and such as, with regard to text features, tables of content, diagrams, captions, 

and index 

○ describe and model comprehension strategies, including activating prior 

knowledge/predicting;questioning; visualizing; monitoring and fix-up; drawing 

inferences; and summarizing/retelling 

○ describe and model strategies for ascertaining the meaning of unfamiliar 

vocabulary from context 

 

Resources for Essential #2: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #2 

Teacher Quick Guides ● Interactive Read Alouds Teacher Quick Guide 

● Modeling Appropriate Fluency Teacher Quick Guide 

● Purposeful/Accountable Talk, Quick Tips for 

Teachers of ELs 

● Text Set Examples 

Grab & Go Professional 
Development 

● Grab & Go PD: Questioning Strategies 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide: 

Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten 

Through 3rd Grade 

Articles ● The Reading Workshop: 13 Scientific Reasons for 

Reading Aloud by Frank Serafini 

● Why Reading Aloud to Older Children is Valuable by 

Holly Korbey 

● Why Literacy Educators Need to be Advocates for 

Science and Social Studies Education by Nell Duke 

● The Music of Reading Aloud:  Reading Expressively 

Matters in the Development of Reading by 

Schwanenflugel & Knapp 

Videos ● Tanya Wright presentation on Interactive Read 

Aloud w/ Vocabulary Focus (24:20) 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3Y2NpU3REaEJDYjQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJc09TWGlXaHFMdWc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3MWZfNDVBODYtOW8/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RtayYQOH-MSvY6ig47qDt_PDvJinNLNikPSbgAMYVb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RtayYQOH-MSvY6ig47qDt_PDvJinNLNikPSbgAMYVb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3cDdrWWgtMVdvSFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3NTR6ZkhfYk8yelE/view?usp=sharing
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/14
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/14
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/14
http://thereadingworkshop.blogspot.com/2016/03/13-scientific-reasons-for-reading-aloud.html?m=1
http://thereadingworkshop.blogspot.com/2016/03/13-scientific-reasons-for-reading-aloud.html?m=1
https://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/05/14/why-reading-aloud-to-older-children-is-valuable/
https://lesleyuniversitycrrlc.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/why-literacy-educators-need-to-be-advocates-for-science-and-social-studies-education/
https://lesleyuniversitycrrlc.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/why-literacy-educators-need-to-be-advocates-for-science-and-social-studies-education/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/reading-minds/201701/the-music-reading-aloud
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/reading-minds/201701/the-music-reading-aloud
http://bit.ly/2ehGQoD
http://bit.ly/2ehGQoD


 

 

 

 
bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3 

5 

● Tanya Wright’s Read Aloud with Attention to 

Vocabulary (10:13) 

● Text Sets To Support Key Concepts (7:02) 

● Bringing Close Reading and Text-Based Questions 

into an Interactive Read Aloud of Bugs! Bugs! 

Bugs! (K-2) (15:14) 

● The Ensuing Accountable Talk Discussion of Bugs! 

Bugs! Bugs! (K-2) (8:33) 

● Interactive Read Aloud:  House for Hermit Crab 

(20:24) 

● Growing Educators Quick Tips:  Read Aloud as a 

Reader (1:06) 

● Growing Educators Quick Tips:  Make Time for 

Read Aloud in Five Minutes (0:35) 

● Dr. Nell Duke Explaining What Good Readers Do, 

Teaching Students To Use Reading Comprehension 

Strategies (6:00) 

● Nell Duke's Using Informational Text to Build 

Literacy and Content Knowledge (19:23) 

● Nell Duke's Using Informational Text to Build 

Literacy and Content Knowledge (Part 2) (8:50) 

Tools ● Purposeful/Accountable Talk, Quick Tips for 

Teachers of ELs 

 

3. Small group and individual instruction, using a 
variety of grouping strategies, most often with 
flexible groups formed and instruction targeted 
to children’s observed and assessed needs in 
specific aspects of literacy development.  
The teacher: 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
http://bit.ly/2euBrbs
http://bit.ly/2euBrbs
https://youtu.be/U0OrpeV9WIY
https://vimeo.com/55950927
https://vimeo.com/55950927
https://vimeo.com/55950927
https://youtu.be/2lSpp2ls9bg
https://youtu.be/2lSpp2ls9bg
https://youtu.be/N-hC1dsWVn8
https://youtu.be/jQFaMltlmgE
https://youtu.be/jQFaMltlmgE
https://youtu.be/jQFaMltlmgE
https://youtu.be/e4VkSPBHUWY
https://youtu.be/e4VkSPBHUWY
https://youtu.be/e4VkSPBHUWY
https://youtu.be/CgSRH0EYvhU
https://youtu.be/CgSRH0EYvhU
https://youtu.be/CgSRH0EYvhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgYIejnYKhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgYIejnYKhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2RGzWswGik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2RGzWswGik
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RtayYQOH-MSvY6ig47qDt_PDvJinNLNikPSbgAMYVb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RtayYQOH-MSvY6ig47qDt_PDvJinNLNikPSbgAMYVb4/edit?usp=sharing
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● ensures that children use most of their time actually reading and writing (or working 

toward this goal in kindergarten and early first grade) 

● coaches children as they engage in reading and writing, with reading prompts focusing 

primarily on (a) monitoring for meaning, (b) letters and groups of letters in words, (c) 

rereading  

● employs practices for developing reading fluency, such as repeated reading, echo 

reading, paired and partner reading 

● includes explicit instruction, as needed, in word recognition strategies, including multi-

syllabic word decoding, text structure, comprehension strategies, and writing 

strategies 

● is deliberate in providing quality instruction to children in all groups, with meaning-

making the ultimate goal of each group’s work 

 

Resources for Essential #3: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #3 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide:  

Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten 

through Third grade 

● Prompting students to apply word-reading 

strategies (Practice Guide excerpt) 

● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide:  

Assisting Students Struggling With Reading:  

Response to Intervention (RtI) and Multi-Tier 

Intervention in the Primary Grades 

● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide: 

Effective Literacy and English Language 

Instruction for English Learners in the Elementary 

Grades 

Articles ● What's Really Wrong with Round Robin Reading? 

by Melanie Kuhn 

● Sweeping Round Robin Reading Out of Your 

Classroom- by Katherine Hilden & Jennifer Jones 

● The Difference Between Conferring and Touching 

Base by Debbie Miller 

● Chapter 7: Helping Students Move from Reading 

Level to Level Conferring With Readers: Supporting 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3TUU1Y3VyWVk5eFk/view?usp=sharing
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_070516.pdf#page=40
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_070516.pdf#page=40
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/6
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/6
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/6
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/6
http://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2014/05/07/what%27s-really-wrong-with-round-robin-reading-
http://academics.tulsaschools.org/Portals/Tulsa/Curriculum/docs/Balanced%20Literacy/Sweeping%20round%20robin%20reading%20out%20of%20your%20classroom.pdf
http://academics.tulsaschools.org/Portals/Tulsa/Curriculum/docs/Balanced%20Literacy/Sweeping%20round%20robin%20reading%20out%20of%20your%20classroom.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3VVlQWWc2TFYwMlE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3VVlQWWc2TFYwMlE/view?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/shared/onlineresources/E01101/Chapter7.pdf
http://www.heinemann.com/shared/onlineresources/E01101/Chapter7.pdf
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Each Student’s Growth and Independence by Gravity 

Goldberg & Jennifer Serravallo 

● 5 Fallacies That Are NOT Differentiated Instruction 

ASCD article based on book by Carol Ann Tomlinson 

Videos ● Echo Reading (0:59) 

● Jennifer Serravallo - A Best-Practice Tip About How 

to Confer When Teaching in Small Groups (3:00) 

● Jennifer Serravallo - Strategy Lesson, Grade 5 

Nonfiction (10:58) 

● Jennifer Serravallo Teaches a Small Group Strategy 

Lesson  (6:50) 

● Lucy Calkins - Readers Reread and Annotate to 

Prepare for Small Group Work (8:47) 

● Sample Videos, Blog Posts, and Articles for 

Conferring 

Tools ● Differentiated Literacy Instruction K-3 by Nell Duke 

● Informal Decoding Inventory (for upper grades) 

● Fluency Oriented Reading Instruction (F.O.R.I.) 

Quick Guide 

● Purposeful/Accountable Talk, Quick Tips for 

Teachers of ELs 

● Prompts for When a Child is Having Difficulty 

Reading a Word (by Duke & Schutz, 2017) 

Websites ● Vocaroo:  Online voice recorder for student use 

 

4. Activities that build phonological awareness 
Teachers promote phonological awareness development, particularly phonemic 

awareness development, through explicit explanation, demonstration, play with  

sounds in words, and engaged study of words, such as by: 

● listening to and creating variations on books and songs with rhyming or alliteration 

● sorting pictures, objects, and written words by a sound or sounds (e.g., words with a 

short e sound versus words with a long e sound) 

● activities that involve segmenting sounds in words (e.g., Elkonin boxes, in which children 

move a token or letters into boxes, with one box for each sound in the word) 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
http://inservice.ascd.org/5-fallacies-that-are-not-differentiated-instruction/
https://youtu.be/HxFLeIZQzV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfJdRnFhooI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfJdRnFhooI
https://youtu.be/XUdCUtHCKRI
https://youtu.be/XUdCUtHCKRI
https://youtu.be/azi2iASKv3I
https://youtu.be/azi2iASKv3I
https://youtu.be/YtG56mgVZso
https://youtu.be/YtG56mgVZso
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p4kPKXU3WE_5CvSkmU0LMKVMq2KHk55BzxXCrYmrWPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p4kPKXU3WE_5CvSkmU0LMKVMq2KHk55BzxXCrYmrWPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=dW1pY2guZWR1fG5rZHVrZXxneDozNmI4N2VhYjE1ZmZiNmIw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhV0lVWVN2Q2VoUTA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3dXB6bXE5SXd5Y2c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3dXB6bXE5SXd5Y2c/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RtayYQOH-MSvY6ig47qDt_PDvJinNLNikPSbgAMYVb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RtayYQOH-MSvY6ig47qDt_PDvJinNLNikPSbgAMYVb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhSXdpVFZHU3VMaGM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhSXdpVFZHU3VMaGM/view?usp=sharing
http://www.vocaroo.com/
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● activities that involve blending sounds in words (e.g., “robot talk” in which the teachers 

says the sounds “fffff”  “iiiii”  “shhhh” and children say fish) 

● daily opportunities to write meaningful texts in which they listen for sounds in words to 

estimate their spellings 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources for Essential #4: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #4 

Continuums ● Phonological Awareness Continuum 

● Phonological Awareness Skill Continuum 

Grab & Go Professional 
Development 

● Grab & Go PD: Phonological Awareness 

● Grab & Go PD: Phonemic Awareness 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide: 

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for 

Understanding in Kindergarten through 3rd Grade 

Articles ● Supporting Phonemic Development in the Classroom- 

by Hallie Kay Yopp & Ruth Helen Yopp 

Videos ● Phoneme Segmentation Explicit Instruction and 

Practice (4:06) 

● Phoneme Blending Explicit Instruction and Practice 

(Robot Voice) (4:14) 

● Phoneme Blending Practice (Puppet) (0:34) 

 

5. Explicit instruction in letter-sound 
relationships 
Instruction in letter-sound relationships is: 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3c1hXQzNPcFphMXc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3WHB4OUJBT20zY3c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2oiXu6JQiSpczZWUmV4SnNMNzQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJLVFzeDBNSDA1NkE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJSjNoX3hoU0xNVEU/view?usp=sharing
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
http://literacyhow.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/SupportingPhonemicAwarenessDevelopmentintheClassroom.pdf
https://youtu.be/PaFLb7g6tFU
https://youtu.be/PaFLb7g6tFU
https://youtu.be/ahD5kxBoT3M
https://youtu.be/ahD5kxBoT3M
https://youtu.be/j4lxm6vobDw
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● verbally precise and involving multiple channels, such as oral and visual or visual and 

tactile 

● informed by careful observation of children’s reading and writing and, as needed, 

assessments that systematically examine knowledge of specific sound-letter 

relationships 

● taught systematically in relation to students’ needs and aligned with the expectations of 

the Michigan K-3 Standards for English Language Arts 

● accompanied by opportunities to apply knowledge of the letter-sound relationships 

taught by reading books or other connected texts that include those relationships 

● reinforced through coaching children during reading, most notably by cueing children to 

monitor for meaning and by cueing children to attend to the letters in words and 

recognize letter-sound relationships they have been taught 

 

Resources for Essential #5: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #5 

Grab & Go Professional 
Development 

● Grab & Go PD: High Frequency Words 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide: 

Foundational Skills to Support Reading for 

Understanding in Kindergarten through 3rd Grade 

Articles ● Letter Names Can Cause Confusion and Other 

Things to Know About Letter-Sound Relationships by 

Meghan Block & Nell Duke 

● Teach “Sight Words” As You Would Other Words by 
Nell Duke & Anne Mesmer 

● Should We Teach 100 Sight Words to 
Kindergartners? by Marcia Invernizzi 

● What every teacher should know, Reading 101: A 
Guide to Teaching Reading and Writing 

Tools ● Words Their Way - Primary Spelling Inventory by 

Donald Bear 

● Words Their Way - Elementary Spelling Inventory by 

Donald Bear 

● Words Their Way - Upper-Level Spelling Inventory by 

Donald Bear 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3QUp3SWxmMEg5Wlk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzDKaxA5LaeJZHd3WUw0YXJmclU/view?usp=sharing
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21
http://www.naeyc.org/yc/files/yc/file/201503/YC0315_Block_Online.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/yc/files/yc/file/201503/YC0315_Block_Online.pdf
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2016/06/23/teach-ldquo-sight-words-rdquo-as-you-would-other-words
http://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-research/ask-a-researcher/literacy-daily/2014/10/09/should-we-be-teaching-100-sight-words-to-kindergartners-
http://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-research/ask-a-researcher/literacy-daily/2014/10/09/should-we-be-teaching-100-sight-words-to-kindergartners-
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/phonics/in-depth
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/phonics/in-depth
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/phonics/in-depth
http://readingandwritingproject.com/public/themes/rwproject/resources/assessments/spelling/spelling_primary.pdf
http://readingandwritingproject.com/public/resources/assessments/spelling/spelling_elementary.pdf
http://readingandwritingproject.com/public/resources/assessments/spelling/spelling_upper.pdf
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Videos ● Marcia Invernizzi - Effective Teaching Strategies for 
Developing Sight Word Vocabulary (10:48) 

6. Research- and standards-aligned writing 
instruction 
The teacher provides: 

● interactive writing experiences in grade K and 1 

● daily time for children to write, aligned with instructional practice #1 above 

● instruction in writing processes and strategies, particularly those involving researching, 

planning, revising, and editing writing 

● opportunities to study models of and write a variety of texts for a variety of purposes and 

audiences, particularly opinion, informative/explanatory, and narrative texts (real and 

imagined) 

● explicit instruction in letter formation, spelling strategies, capitalization, punctuation, 

sentence construction, keyboarding, and word processing 

 

Resources for Essential #6: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #6 

Grab & Go Professional 
Development 

● Grab & Go PD: Editing Strategies 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide: Teaching 

Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers 

Articles ● Writing, Not Just in English Class by Doug Fisher & 

Nancy Frey 

Tools ● Nell Duke's editing checklists for grades K-5 

● Writing Across the Curriculum - Math resource from 

MDE 

Videos ● Kristine Schutz -  Addressing Foundational Skills 

Through Interactive Writing:  Beyond Morning 

Message and Thank You Notes (25:56) 

● Kristine Schutz's demonstration of Interactive Writing 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYLefa3kFYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYLefa3kFYs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3UzJYc1otWlRfVDg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3NXZhSTdTdDJjb0E/view?usp=sharing
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/17
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/17
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhbFJRMXgwU21aZnc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3eldJNGVIM1lDTTg/view?usp=sharing
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Writing_to_Learn_Mathematics_306722_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Writing_to_Learn_Mathematics_306722_7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pl7ljSy3xsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pl7ljSy3xsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pl7ljSy3xsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ne57TprUTPw
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(MDE - 10:46) 
● Jennifer Serravallo - Goal Setting Conference, 1st 

grade (7:45) 
● Teachers College Reading and Writing Project - 

Assessment -based Conferring  to Raise the Level of 
Narrative Writing (grades 3-5) (9:42) 

● Teachers College Reading and Writing Project - A 
Writing Conference:  Teaching a Student to Write for 
an Audience (grades 3-5) (5:47) 

 

7. Intentional and ambitious efforts to build 
vocabulary and content knowledge 
The teacher: 

● selects Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary words to teach from read alouds of literature and 

informational texts and from content area curricula 

● introduces word meanings to children during reading and content area instruction using 

child-friendly explanations and by providing opportunities for children to pronounce the 

new words and to see the spelling of the new words 

● provides repeated opportunities for children to review and use new vocabulary over time, 

including discussing ways that new vocabulary relate to one another and to children’s 

existing knowledge, addressing multiple meanings or nuanced meanings of a word 

across different contexts, and encouraging children to use new words in meaningful 

contexts (e.g. discussion of texts, discussions of content area learning, semantic maps) 

● encourages talk among children, particularly during content-area learning and during 

discussions of print or digital texts 

● teaches morphology (i.e., meaning of word parts), including common word roots, 

inflections, prefixes, and suffixes 

 

 

 

 

Resources for Essential #7: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #7 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfAQCiiv0yY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfAQCiiv0yY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztxOsZMJkuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztxOsZMJkuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztxOsZMJkuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8UXb-Nq4Gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8UXb-Nq4Gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8UXb-Nq4Gg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3WjkyYnJDSkljNDQ/view?usp=sharing
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Articles ● The Magic of Words: Teaching Vocabulary in the 

Early Childhood Classroom by Susan Neuman & Tanya 

Wright 

● Teaching 50,000 Words:  Meeting and Exceeding the 

Common Core State Standards for Vocabulary by 

Michael Graves & Gregory Sales 

● White Paper:  Helping Students Own Language 

Through Word Study, Vocabulary, and Grammar 

Instruction by Oakland Schools 

Observational 
Checklists 

● Kdg. CCSS Vocabulary - observational checklist 

● 1st grade CCSS Vocabulary - observational checklist 

● 2nd grade CCSS Vocabulary - observational checklist 

● 3rd grade CCSS Vocabulary - observational checklist 

● 4th grade CCSS Vocabulary - observational checklist 

● 5th grade CCSS Vocabulary - observational checklist 

Tools ● Construct Relevant Vocabulary for English Language 

Arts and Literacy 

Videos ● Tanya Wright presentation on Interactive Read Aloud 

w/ Vocabulary Focus (24:20) 

 

8. Abundant reading material and reading 
opportunities in the classroom 
The classroom includes: 

● a wide range of books and other texts, print, audio, and digital, including information 

books, poetry, and storybooks that children are supported in accessing 

● books and other materials connected to children’s interests and that reflect children’s 

backgrounds and cultural experiences, including class- and child-made books 

● books children can borrow to bring home and/or access digitally at home 

● comfortable places in which to read books, frequently visited by the teacher(s) and by 

adult volunteers recruited to the classroom  

● opportunities for children to engage in independent reading of materials of their choice 

every day, with the teacher providing instruction and coaching in how to select texts and 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1043526.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1043526.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhVnEteEJoWmFGcDg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhVnEteEJoWmFGcDg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B64Cp2tsK0y-TmJsTjllR2pIWUU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B64Cp2tsK0y-TmJsTjllR2pIWUU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B64Cp2tsK0y-TmJsTjllR2pIWUU/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16iGZNqvvuNWnNXwh5yj3nYm8pERufG8hB0ijE-rNJu4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oR3X3dg426eKYK2tyaI_dOJlAeewqkJY2MfjHHKb8ik/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WTQ6gDwWPpRBcAt9TidzflWLnh-BepFgLjZw_LaVW5g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t40uf2X_qrHFG3dpv4t8RHolRu2KZJuBd-rvnbFxRA4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hH4sBL_P8_9uN4tJxkQZ5_voag20Ql0Dc5eth6iutjI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7pCt9aWM_q7U_8aJ7p73QjUb0gh7rBmw7P_FWA70ac/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/M-STEP_ELA-Construct-Relevant-Vocabulary_526868_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/M-STEP_ELA-Construct-Relevant-Vocabulary_526868_7.pdf
http://bit.ly/2ehGQoD
http://bit.ly/2ehGQoD
http://bit.ly/2ehGQoD


 

 

 

 
bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3 

13 

employ productive reading strategies during reading, feedback on children’s reading, 

and post-reading response activities including text discussion 

 

Resources for Essential #8: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #8 

Articles ● Close Reading in Elementary Schools by Doug Fisher 
& Nancy Frey 

● Making Independent Reading Work  by Barbara Moss 
● National Council of Teachers of English - Position 

Statement on Classroom Libraries (May 2017) 
● The Apartheid of Children's Literature by Christopher 

Myers 
● The Diversity Gap in Children's Publishing by Hannah 

Ehrlich 
● Third Graders Assess and Improve Diversity of 

Classroom Library by Jeremy Manger 
● Becoming a Classroom of Readers by Donalyn Miller 
● Getting to Know My Students as Readers by Alycia 

Zimmerman 

Websites ● We Need Diverse Books 
● Michigan eLibrary 

 

9. Ongoing observation and assessment of 
children’s language and literacy development 
that informs their education 
The teacher: 

● engages in observation and assessment that is guided by 

○ an understanding of language and literacy development 

○ the Michigan K to 12 Standards for English Language Arts 

● prioritizes observation during actual reading and writing 

● administers assessments as one source of information to identify children who many 

need additional instructional supports 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3NlRyOXVDQm50SDg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhV3FFTnZhS1JFWHc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2016/02/18/making-independent-reading-work
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/classroom-libraries
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/classroom-libraries
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2014/03/16/opinion/sunday/the-apartheid-of-childrens-literature.html?_r=0&referer=http://blog.leeandlow.com/2015/03/05/the-diversity-gap-in-childrens-publishing-2015/
http://blog.leeandlow.com/2015/03/05/the-diversity-gap-in-childrens-publishing-2015/
https://www.teachingforchange.org/elementary-diverse-library
https://www.teachingforchange.org/elementary-diverse-library
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3UHBqQWo4WlBjZE0/view?usp=sharing
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/alycia-zimmerman/getting-know-my-students-readers/
http://weneeddiversebooks.org/
http://mel.org/
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● employs formative and diagnostic assessment tools as needed to inform specific 

instructional targets (e.g., assessing knowledge of specific letter-sound relationships, 

assessing knowledge of specific vocabulary words taught, reading and writing strategies 

being used and not used) 

 

 

Resources for Essential #9: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #9 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide:  Using 

Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional 

Decision Making 

● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide:  

Assisting Students Struggling With Reading:  

Response to Intervention (RtI) and Multi-Tier 

Intervention in the Primary Grades 

Articles ● Formative Assessment Practices to Support Student 

Learning by Chrystyna Mursky 

● Formative Assessment That Truly Informs Instruction 

by NCTE Task Force 

● Take Three!  55 Digital Tools and Apps for Formative 

Assessment Success by Kathy Dyer 

● Formative Assessment Best Practices - No Hand 

Raising for Better Student Engagement by Kathy Dyer 

Models ● Nell Duke's Differentiated Literacy Instruction 

document 

Tools ● Instructional Grade-Level Equivalence chart (informal 

reading inventories) 

Videos ● Using Formative Assessment:  A lesson on 

collaborative discussions (15:03) 

● MTSS and RtI are often used interchangeably.  What 

is it that separates them? (1:28) 

Websites ● Michigan Department of Education's Multi-tiered 

Systems of Support  

 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3UWVPRHdQS0lmVEE/view?usp=sharing
http://www.ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/12
http://www.ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/12
http://www.ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/12
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2015/01/30/formative-assessment-practices-sbac/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2015/01/30/formative-assessment-practices-sbac/
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/formative-assessment/formative-assessment_full
https://www.nwea.org/blog/2016/take-three-55-digital-tools-and-apps-for-formative-assessment-success/
https://www.nwea.org/blog/2016/take-three-55-digital-tools-and-apps-for-formative-assessment-success/
http://assessmentliteracy.org/blog/formative-assessment-best-practices-no-hand-raising-better-student-engagement/
http://assessmentliteracy.org/blog/formative-assessment-best-practices-no-hand-raising-better-student-engagement/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=dW1pY2guZWR1fG5rZHVrZXxneDozNmI4N2VhYjE1ZmZiNmIw
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=dW1pY2guZWR1fG5rZHVrZXxneDozNmI4N2VhYjE1ZmZiNmIw
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/shared/resources/FP_FPL_Chart_Instructional-Grade-Level-Equivalence-Chart.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessment-example-ela-sbac
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessment-example-ela-sbac
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/formative-assessment-example-ela-sbac
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/mtss-and-rti-are-often-used-interchangeably-what-it-separates-them
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/mtss-and-rti-are-often-used-interchangeably-what-it-separates-them
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/mtss-and-rti-are-often-used-interchangeably-what-it-separates-them
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-28753_65803-322534--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-28753_65803-322534--,00.html
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10. Collaboration with families in promoting 
literacy 
Families engage in language and literacy interactions with their children that can  

drawn upon and extended in kindergarten through third grade. Educators help  

families add to their repertoire of strategies for promoting literacy at home, 

including supporting families to: 

● prompt children during reading and writing and demonstrate ways to incorporate literacy-

promoting strategies into everyday activities, such as cooking, communicating with 

friends and family, and traveling in the bus or car 

● promote children’s independent reading 

● support children in doing their homework and in academic learning over the summer 

months 

● speak with children in their home/most comfortable language whether or not that 

language is English 

● provide literacy-supporting resources, such as: 

○ books from the classroom that children can borrow or keep 

○ children’s magazines 

○ information about judicious, adult-supported use of educational television and 

applications that can, with guidance, support literacy development 

○ announcements about local events 

○ passes to museums (for example, through www.michiganactivitypass.info) 

 

Resources for Essential #10: 

 

Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #10 

Self-Assessment 
Checklist 

● NAEYC Engaging Diverse Families Self-Assessment 

Checklist 

Articles ● Eliminating Summer Reading Setback - How We Can 

Close the Rich/Poor Achievement Gap by Allington 

and McGill-Frazen (2013) 

● Scholastic: Access To Books 

● Scholastic: Family Guide Top 10 Ways to Nurture a 

Super Reader 

● Promoting Family Literacy Through Connections, 

Context, and Curriculum by: Nicole Taylor 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
http://www.michiganactivitypass.info/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3N1Z5UkVFYW1nRXc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ElrNUiMh4byvKRsYDQzOPtFybZKpgFDc5dSkSujwWZI/edit#gid=1495746699
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ElrNUiMh4byvKRsYDQzOPtFybZKpgFDc5dSkSujwWZI/edit#gid=1495746699
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhU0FpNFlzWjg2ZmM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhU0FpNFlzWjg2ZmM/view?usp=sharing
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/face/pdf/research-compendium/access-to-books.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/superreaderresources/resources/pdf/familyguide_10_Ways_to_Nurture_a_Super%20Reader.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/superreaderresources/resources/pdf/familyguide_10_Ways_to_Nurture_a_Super%20Reader.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3RlViT1hKMHp3bXc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3RlViT1hKMHp3bXc/view?usp=sharing
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● Communicating with Parents by Caroline Thompson 

● Where Books Are All But Nonexistent by Alia Wong 

Framework ● A Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-

School Partnerships (A Partners in Education 

publication) 

Parent Guides to 
Student Success 

From the National PTA: 

● Kindergarten parent guide  English  Spanish 

● 1st grade parent guide   English  Spanish 

● 2nd grade parent guide  English  Spanish 

● 3rd grade parent guide  English  Spanish 

● 4th grade parent guide  English  Spanish 

● 5th grade parent guide  English  Spanish 

Student/Family Online 
Reading Resources 

● How to Read an E-Book with Your Child 

● Bookflix:  Online books for students by Groiler & 

Scholastic 

● Britannica Learning Zone (preK-2nd grade) by 

Britannica  

● Early World of Learning by World Book Online 

● Epic! 

● Gale Kids InfoBits - discover nonfiction texts by topic 

● Michigan eLibrary for Kids (preK-5th grade) 

● Parent Toolkit: NBC News Education Nation 

● Robert Munsch books - books read aloud by the author 

himself! 

● Storyblocks: Songs & Rhymes that Build Readers 

● Storyline Online books read aloud by famous 

actors/actresses 

● Summer E-books for students by Arbordale Publishing 

(English & Spanish read aloud options) 

● Tumble Book Library 

● World Book Online Kids 

Tools ● School Volunteer Literacy Companion 

● Parent Flyer: Book Talk  

● Engaging Families in Children's Literacy 

Development: A Complete Workshop Series (A 

Scholastic video series) 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3Uk5iRTUtZEwxMVE/view?usp=sharing
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/07/where-books-are-nonexistent/491282/
http://www.sedl.org/pubs/framework/FE-Cap-Building.pdf
http://www.sedl.org/pubs/framework/FE-Cap-Building.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/2012_NPTA_PG-Kindergarten.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/Advocacy/CCSSIToolkit/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/PTA%20Parent%20Guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides%20PDF/K%20Spanish.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/2012_NPTA_PG-1stGrade.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/Advocacy/CCSSIToolkit/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/PTA%20Parent%20Guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides%20PDF/1st%20Grade%20Spanish.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/2012_NPTA_PG-2ndGrade.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/Advocacy/CCSSIToolkit/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/PTA%20Parent%20Guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides%20PDF/2nd%20Grade%20Spanish.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/2012_NPTA_PG-3rdGrade.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/Advocacy/CCSSIToolkit/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/PTA%20Parent%20Guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides%20PDF/3rd%20Grade%20Spanish.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/2012_NPTA_PG-4thGrade.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/Advocacy/CCSSIToolkit/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/PTA%20Parent%20Guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides%20PDF/4th%20Grade%20Spanish.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/2012_NPTA_PG-5thGrade.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-pta/files/production/public/Advocacy/CCSSIToolkit/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/PTA%20Parent%20Guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides/spanish%202%20page%20guides%20PDF/5th%20Grade%20Spanish.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhWU1kdmQ3eXgxRjQ/view
http://bkflix.grolier.com/
http://archive.school.eb.com/learningzone/welcome
http://www.worldbookonline.com/ewol/home
https://www.getepic.com/
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=ITKE&u=lom_accessmich&authCount=1
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=ITKE&u=lom_accessmich&authCount=1
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=ITKE&u=lom_accessmich&authCount=1
http://kids.mel.org/index.php
http://www.parenttoolkit.com/
http://robertmunsch.com/books
http://www.storyblocks.org/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.arbordalepublishing.com/indexsl.php
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3Tnc1cVJYSWZTNWM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_t0p9tFmQt3b0cxM1ZVUFlQZnM/view?usp=sharing
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/face/engaging-families.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/face/engaging-families.html
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● Riding and Reading - parent tip sheet 

● Summer Literacy Challenge - activity suggestions for 

families 

● Use Summer Fun to Build Background Knowledge - 

parent tip sheet 

● International Literacy Association, Choices 2017 

Reading Lists 

● Ready4K - App for communication/content tips with 

parents specifically geared towards Birth-5 years of age. 

Videos ● Parent Quick Tip Videos 

○ Activating Prior Knowledge (2:07) 

○ Predicting (2:44) 

○ Questioning (2:04) 

○ Summarizing (1:53) 

○ Phoneme Blending (1:55) 

○ Word Decoding Strategies (2:15) 

○ Reading Fluency (1:49) 

 

● Conversation with Dr. Jimmy Kim - Summer Reading 

That Works (54:00) 

● Parent Toolkit videos 

 

11. Additional Resources 
 

Essential Instructional 

Practices in Early 

Literacy Documents 

● Pre-K Essential Instructional Practices in Early 

Literacy 

● K-3 Essential Instructional Practices in Early Literacy 

● 4-5 Essential Instructional Practices in Literacy 

● Essential Coaching Practices for Elementary Literacy 

● Essential School-Wide and Center-Wide Practices in 

Literacy 

● A Leader's Guide to a Theory of Action for Raising 

Michigan's Early Literacy Achievement 

● Early Literacy Task Force Executive Summary:  Every 

Child Every Classroom Every Day 

http://bit.ly/liveessentialsK-3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhSWNBQTREOExnc1U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhRFVfb3lUbE01Nkk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzn7pDAYCqlhSFVpZkh5X0JKQ1k/view
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Essential Instructional 

Practices Checklists 

● All Instructional Practices Part 1, Part 2, Part 3 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #1 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #2 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #3 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #4 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #5 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #6 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #7 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #8 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #9 

● Essential Instructional Practice Checklist #10 

Classroom Practices 
Observation (Look 
Fors)  Recording 

Sheets  

● Classroom Practices Look Fors for Early Literacy 

             Instructional Practices 

Staff Perception Survey ● Early Literacy Teacher Survey 

Practice Guides ● What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide:  Teaching 

Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in 

Elementary and Middle School 

● Supporting Early Literacy Development and Science 

Instruction (MDE guide) 

Implementation Guides ● Early Literacy Essential Practice Implementation 

Guides 

Articles ● What Doesn’t Work:  Literacy Practices We Should 

Abandon by Nell Duke 

Webinar ● Nell Duke's Edweek webinar presentation from 

09/26/16 

Tools ● Reading Now Network Reflection Tool 
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