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resources for locating the best Children’s/ya books

Publishers weekly has a fall and spring edition focused exclusively on the children’s market, which 

provides the latest information on new books at every grade level. it is possible to subscribe 

to only these two editions of Pw if you are a member of the society of Children’s book writ-

ers and illustrators (sCbwi). you can also call 1-800-278-2991 to inquire about purchasing 

these single issues. Visit www.publishersweekly.com and select Children’s books or Children’s 

authors on their “browse topics” search option for tremendous information. 

each year, the october issue of The reading Teacher publishes the list of “Children’s Choices.” 

This award listing of books is sponsored jointly by the international reading association and 

the Children’s book Council. The list contains the top 100 new titles for children ages five 

through thirteen as selected by 10,000 children from across the united states. each title is 

annotated. Contact ira at 1-800-336-7323 or visit the web site at http://www.reading.org/

resources/booklists/ChildrensChoices.aspx.

each year, the november issue of The reading Teacher publishes the list of “Teachers’ Choices.”  

This award listing of books is sponsored by the international reading association. The list con-

tains thirty new titles for children ages five to fourteen as selected by teachers, reading spe-

cialists, and librarians from different regions across the united states. each title is annotated. 

Contact ira at 1-800-336-7323 or visit the web site at http://www.reading.org/resources/

booklists/TeachersChoices.aspx. 

each year, the november issue of The Journal of adolescent and adult literacy publishes the 

list of “young adults’ Choices.”  This award listing of books is sponsored by the international 

reading association. The list contains thirty new titles for young adults in grades seven 

through twelve as selected by 4,500 of their peers from different regions across the united 

states. each title is annotated. Contact ira at 1-800-336-7323 or visit the web site at http://

www.reading.org/resources/booklists/youngadultsChoices.aspx.
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booklinks is a wonderful quarterly supplement included with a subscription to booklist—an 

imprint of the american library association. booklinks features wonderful themed book an-

notations at a wide range of reading levels. it’s a classroom teacher’s dream for connecting 

books with the curriculum. examples of themes include:  setting the west 1800–1900, sharing 

the Passion of science, and a look at alphabet books of the ’90s. booklist releases reviews 

of newly published books in the domain of children’s and young adult literature, as well as pro-

viding wonderful feature articles of interest to teachers and librarians.

a wonderful resource for those working with young adults is Voice of youth advocates (Voya). 

This magazine is published april through February on a bimonthly basis and contains excellent 

articles and resources for those interested in young adult literature. send questions or re-

quests for information to voya@voya.com or phone 1-800-233-1687 for subscription informa-

tion. Visit the web site at www.voya.com.

The Journal of Children’s literature is published twice annually by the Children’s literature as-

sembly—a special-interest group of the national Council of Teachers of english. Contact nCTe 

for information at 1-877-369-6283 or visit their web site at www.ncte.org. an internet search 

for this journal by title is the quickest way to subscribe or to receive more information.

The dragon lode is a journal of the Children’s literature and reading special interest Group 

of the international reading association. This journal is published twice annually. Contact 

ira for more information at 1-800-336-7323 or visit their web site at www.reading.org. an 

internet search for this journal by title is the quickest way to subscribe or to receive more 

information.

The alan review is published three times annually by the assembly on literature for adoles-

cents network—a special-interest group of the national Council of Teachers of english. 

Contact nCTe for information at 1-877-369-6283 or visit their web site at www.ncte.org. an 

internet search for this journal by title is the quickest way to subscribe or to receive more 

information.
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siGnal is a journal of the special interest Group—network on literature for adolescents 

of the international reading association. This journal is published twice annually. Contact 

ira for more information at 1-800-336-7323 or visit their web site at www.reading.org. an 

internet search for this journal by title is the quickest way to subscribe or to receive more 

information.

More resources for locating the best Children’s books

Please be aware that all of the URLs listed here were functioning at the time this 
appendix was prepared. Changes can and do occur on a regular basis. 

www.ala.org/alsc/caldecott.html

www.ala.org/alsc/newbery.html

www.bookadventure.org

www.bookmuse.com

www.childrenslit.com

www.guysread.com

www.peggysharp.com

www.cynthialeitichsmith.com
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Fifteen Great Magazines for Kids

Cicada: age range: 6–9. literary focus.

Cobblestone: age range: 8–14. Focus is american history.

Creative kids: age range: 8–14. Focus is stories, games, and puzzles written by and for kids.

Highlights for Children: age range: 2–12. General interest.

Ladybug: age range: 2–6. General interest for young children.

merlyn’s Pen: age range: 11–16. Focus is stories, poems, and expository pieces written by teens.

National Geographic World: age range: 8–14. Focus is natural history, science, and outdoors.

Owl: The Discovery magazine for kids:  age range: 8–13. Focus is nature, science, and 

technology.

Ranger Rick:  age range: 6–12. Focus is animals and nature.

Skipping Stones: age range: 8–18. Focus is multicultural stories for and by kids.

Spider: age range: 6–9. General interest.

Sports Illustrated for kids: age range: 8–14. Focus is professional and amateur sports.

Stone Soup: age range: 6–14. Focus is stories, poems, and expository pieces written by kids.

Time for kids: age range: 9–12. weekly news magazine. General interest.

U*S* kids: age range: 6–11. historical focus with stories, games, puzzles, and interactive activities.
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Picture book of the Month
suGGesTed TiTles For PiCTure booK oF The MonTh, Grades K–2

one dog Canoe Mary Casanova

raccoon Tune nancy shaw

Miss smith’s incredible storybook Michael Garland

Ten Puppies lynn reiser

My little sister ate one hare bill Grossman

boo to a Goose Mem Fox

Carlo likes reading Jessica spanyol

love the baby steven l. layne

where’s My Teddy? Jez alborough

score one for the sloths helen lester

The Two Terrible Frights Jim aylesworth

The war between the Vowels and the Consonants Priscilla Turner

beverly billingsly borrows a book alexander stadler

i love My little storybook anita Jeram

Q is for duck Mary elting and Michael Folsom

old black Fly Jim aylesworth

no Matter what debi Gliori

First day Jitters Julie danneberg

lily’s Purple Plastic Purse Kevin henkes

a Fine, Fine school sharon Creech

Mud is Cake Pam Muñoz ryan

it’s okay to be different Todd Parr
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PiCTure booK oF The MonTh: sChool TheMes

August First day Jitters Julie danneberg

September T is for Teachers:  a school alphabet steven l. layne and deborah  

   dover layne

October Teachers’ night before halloween steven l. layne

November Miss nelson is Missing harry G. allard Jr.

December The Teachers’ night before Christmas steven l. layne

January Miss Malarkey won’t be in Today Judy Finchler

February if you Take a Mouse to school laura numeroff

march number 1 Teacher:  a school Counting book steven l. layne

April a Fine, Fine school sharon Creech

may Thank you, Mr. Falker Patricia Polacco

suGGesTed TiTles For PiCTure booK oF The MonTh, Grades 3–8

dear Mrs. larue:  letters from obedience school Mark Teague

The secret Knowledge of Grown-ups david wisniewski

Fireboat:  The heroic adventures of the John J. harvey Maira Kalman

My brother dan’s delicious steven l. layne

a story for bear dennis haseley

The other side Jacqueline woodson

Zathura Chris Van allsburg

if you hopped like a Frog david M. schwartz

david Gets in Trouble david shannon

Miss alaineus: a Vocabulary disaster debra Frasier

The wolf who Cried boy bob hartman

Miss Malarkey won’t be in Today Judy Finchler
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The True story of the Three little Pigs Jon scieszka

a Fine, Fine school sharon Creech

The bat boy and his Violin Gavin Curtis

The Mysteries of harris burdick Chris Van allsburg

The Teachers’ night before Christmas steven l. layne

Mailing May Michael o. Tunnell

shrek! william steig

who says a dog Goes bow-wow? hank de Zutter

Testing Miss Malarkey Judy Finchler

how Much is a Million? david M. schwartz

The Three little dinosaurs Jim harris

a Grain of rice helena Clare Pittman

The widow’s broom Chris Van allsburg

The bravest ever bear allan ahlberg

Thomas’s sheep and the Great Geography Test steven l. layne

beware of boys Tony blundell

serendipity Tobi Tobias
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Fillable ForMs 

 what do you like? inventory

Name _______________________________________________

Put an “X” by the things you like.

____  animals ____  trains

____  tools ____  circus 

____  dancing ____  jokes

____  books ____  bugs

____  sports ____  cooking

____  games ____  computers

____  music ____  art
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reading and Me inventory

 Reading and Me

Name _______________________________________________

1.  How well do you think you read?

J	 K	 L
2. How do you feel about reading at home?

J	 K	 L
3. How do you feel about reading at school?

J	 K	 L
4. Do you have books at home that you read?

 Yes No

5. What are your favorite TV shows? _____________________________

________________________________________________________.

6. What is the best movie(s) you have seen?  ________________________

________________________________________________________.

7. If an author could write a book just for you, what would it be about?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.
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reading and Me inventory

Circle what you like to read:

comic books magazines newspapers 

nonfiction books poetry plays

mysteries funny books adventure books

“how to” books books about the past 

Circle what you like to read about or what you want to learn more about:

famous people music other countries

insects dancing sports

aliens monsters jokes

poetry solar system friends

animals planes cars

cooking making crafts drawing

Other ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

T. Tuttle, 2009

Igniting a Passion for Reading: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers by Steven L. Layne. 

© 2009 Stenhouse Publishers. No reproduction without written permission from the publisher.



172

a P P e n d i x  d

interest inventory             Name __________________________

Place a check beside anything on the list below that you would like to know more about.

___ auto mechanics ___ construction ___ electronics

___ famous people ___ woodwork ___ history

___ motion pictures ___ foreign lands ___ printing

___ electricity ___ art ___ circus

___ music ___ monsters ___ poetry

___ theater ___ computers ___ animals

___ insects ___ science ___ cars

___ dancing ___ singers ___ planes

___ geography ___ detectives ___ outer space

___ cooking ___ jokes ___ radio

___ sports ___ writing ___ trains

If an author wrote a book just for you, what would it be about?  __________

________________________________________________________.

If __________________ recommended a book for me, I would probably read it.

Circle what you like to read.

comic books animal stories magazines science fiction

mysteries humorous books newspapers historical fiction

romances biographies plays adventure stories

poetry short stories fantasies “how to” books
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interest inventory             Name __________________________

1. What do you like to do in your spare time?

2. Do you belong to any clubs or organizations? If so, what are they?

3. What kinds of movies do you like?

4. Do you have any favorite sports?

5. If you had three wishes, what would they be?

6. What kind of books do you own?  

7. If you had a surprise day off from school, how would you spend it?

8. If you could transport yourself to any time or place in the past, where would you go?

9. If you had the chance to meet any famous person, living or dead, who would it be?

10. If you could pick any three books from a bookstore for free, what might they be about?

11. If you could go on a trip to any place in the world today, where would you go?
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initial self-assessment—reading

name  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

1. i enjoy reading the following types of print:

  books   magazines   newspapers

  poems   short stories   plays

2. i choose to read books that are not assigned in school . . .

  often   sometimes   never

3. My attitude about reading is . . .

  positive   neutral   negative

4. i like to read books from the following genres:

  nonfiction—informational   historical fiction   science fiction

  traditional fantasy   modern fantasy—low   modern fantasy— high

  nonfiction—biography   nonfiction—autobiography   realistic fiction—mystery

  realistic fiction—adventure   realistic fiction—humor   realistic fiction—classics

5. when i compare books that i have really enjoyed, some things they all have in common are ______________
 ___________________________________________________________ .

6. The best book i’ve ever read is  ____________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________ .

7. some of my favorite authors are  ___________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________.

8. i could improve my reading skills if  __________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________.

9. People whose book recommendations i value include  _________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________.

10.  i could make more time for recreational reading if  __________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________.

11.  a reading goal that i would like to achieve for this school year is ___________________________
 ____________________________________________________________.
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Final self-assessment—reading
name  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

1. i enjoy reading the following types of print:

  books   magazines   newspapers 

  poems   short stories   plays

2. i choose to read books that are not assigned in school . . .

  often   sometimes   never

3. My attitude about reading is . . .

  positive   neutral   negative

4. i like to read books from the following genres:

  nonfiction—informational   historical fiction   science fiction

  traditional fantasy   modern fantasy—low   modern fantasy—high

  nonfiction—biography   nonfiction—autobiography   realistic fiction—mystery

  realistic fiction—adventure   realistic fiction—humor   realistic fiction classics 

5. i have grown this year as a reader because  ____________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .

6. The reading selection that i liked the most this year was titled ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .  

7. i liked this selection because ________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .

8. The reading selection that i liked the least this year was titled ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .

9. i did not enjoy this selection because _________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .

10. a book i enjoyed that was recommended to me this year was titled _________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .

11. some of my favorite authors are  ____________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ .

Igniting a Passion for Reading: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers by Steven L. Layne. 

© 2009 Stenhouse Publishers. No reproduction without written permission from the publisher.



176

a P P e n d i x  d

Final self-assessment—reading (cont.)
name  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  This year, my reading skills have . . .  

  improved a lot   improved a little   stayed the same

13.  This year my recreational reading habits have . . .  

  improved    stayed the same   declined

 People whose book recommendations i value include ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________.

 a reading goal that i would like to achieve for next school year is ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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reading Goal sheet

Name _______________________________________________

Reading Goal for   ____________  Quarter

• A strong reading goal will

• Stretch you in some new way

• Motivate and interest you

• Be reasonable

My goal this quarter is ________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

This is a strong goal for me because ______________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.
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book Chat Preparation sheet

BOOk CHAT # ______                                                GRADE LEVELS __________

TITLE:  ___________________________________________________

AUTHOR:  _____________________________PUB. DATE: _____________

PUBLISHER:  ______________________  ISBN:  ____________________

HOOk:   __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

NOTES:  __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

OTHER BOOkS BY AUTHOR:  ______________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.
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reading log selections

Name ________________________________         Grade ____________

Qtr Title Author Genre Rating
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someday book list

Name __________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

 Title  Author
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books to Consider

From Shopping:  ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

From Book Chats:  ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

From Recommendations:  ______________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

From Read Arounds:  _________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

Igniting a Passion for Reading: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers by Steven L. Layne. 

© 2009 Stenhouse Publishers. No reproduction without written permission from the publisher.



182

a P P e n d i x  d

book Chat evaluation rubric
student’s name ______________________          Comments

EFFECTIVE HOOk/INTRODUCTION _______ /04

  creative, attention-getter (2)

  author and title identified

  genre correctly identified

Book Clearly Shown to audienCe _______ /02

Main CharaCter(S) introduCed _______ /12

(liMit: three)

  protagonist/antagonist (as applicable)

  age

  physical description

  personality (general disposition, chief likes/dislikes)

  primary goal(s) of character

  comparison drawn to a well-known character or real-life person

Supporting CharaCterS introduCed _______ /03

(liMit: four)

  relationship to main character

  role in story

  additional pertinent information as needed

plot diSCuSSed preCiSely _______ /14

and ConCiSely

  setting(s)

  major problem

  complications

  climax

  resolution

  conflict(s)

  theme(s)

[discussion of the plot should move in the order presented here: setting, major problem, complications, 

climax, etc. each of these words must be specifically stated aloud during the book Chat. These words must 

also be in boldface type in the manuscript.]
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powerful paSSage read-aloud _______ /07

  sufficient background provided

  passage is dramatic/climactic

  superior oral reading (3)

delivery _______ /12

  volume

  rate

  enunciation/articulation

  pitch/tone

  eye contact

  stage presence

CloSing _______ /03

  creative (2)

  clear closure

ManuSCript _______ /19

  strong vocabulary (3)

  clear transitions (3)

  bold headings with reduced type size as per model (2)

  cohesive written text (4)

  strong writing mechanics (4)

  appearanCe of ManuSCript (3)

overall iMpreSSion _______ /20

tiMe alloCation Met (8 Min. Max) _______ /04

total _______ /100

grade _______ 

delivery start Time  _______ :_______ 

delivery stop Time   _______ :_______ 

book Chat evaluation rubric  (cont.)
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First read Club sticker
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